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and if not in our day, at least in the days of our children;
the last shreds of intolerance will be swept away from our
constitution.

Better, however, than any attempt to tell over again the history
of the struggles that have ensued from the persistency of Noncon-
formity, better is it to attempt some brief summary of what we
owe to Nonconformity as -a phase of religious development. Very
different estimates must necessarily be formed as to the special
religious value to be attached to Nonconformity. Indeed, its
modes of belief, and its modes of religious action, and its forms of
worship are so endlessly different, that no general judgment can
possibly embrace them all. I am content to say that wherever
Nonconformity has kept alive jits preference for living inspiration
over dead tradition there it remains a good thing; there it is still
a glorious influence in our land. But wherever it has merely
substituted sectarian prejudice for the traditions of a hierarchy,
there it is necessarily evil. If I might give illustrations of Non-
conformist bodies that have retained for a long time their
preference for living inspiration over dead tradition, I could not
but refer specially to the Society of Friends. There is no sect
amongst the Nonconformists, which in its origin so entirely
abandoned all submission to earthly authority in matters of
religious opinion or religious worship. There is no religious body
that has made greater sacrilices, there is absolutely none that has
been so pure in its modes of action. For as you know, neither
Presbyterians nor Independents, nor for the matter of that
Baptists, scrupled to take the sword at times for the maintenance
of their own views, or of the power of their own religion. But the
followers of Fox have always confined themselves entirely to moral
suasion or to passive resistance. And none have ever shown, more
martyr-like courage in bearing all the ills that a corrupt society
could heap upon them rather than soil their consciences. And
I cannot but think that the great statesman, whose voice is so
recently silenced in the tomb, owed very much indeed of his signal
moral influence over the senate and the people of this country
to his Quaker training. John Bright had learned in the meeting-
house that he attended in early life, near to which his remains
now lie, in truly " consecrated " ground, to prefer moral truth to
ecclesiastical forms, learned to prefer the direct utterances of an
unsophisticated conscience to the quibblings and explanations of
an effete theology. John Bright learned mat the precious soul
of religion is righteousness; and such convictions underlie all the
pleadings of his eloquence throughout his long and illustrious
career.

I might also, did time permit, allude to the power of inspiration